а RINGS SE: 


BRACE YOURSELVES FOR THE IMPACT OF THE 
SHOCKING WIND-UP TO THIS YARN! 


= 

8000 LORD, м" YOU'D GETTER JELL us 

WHAT MADE YOU 20) ABOUT M, MRS. BERDEEN” 
START FROM THE 
BEGINNING! ДВА 


ELEANOR BERDEEN'S FACE маз А 
RIGIO WHITE MASK WITH WIDE STAR- 
ING EYES’ SHE GAZED BLANKLY INTO, 
THE SHADOWS OF THE CELLAR WORK: 
ЗНОР!ТНЕ TWO DETECTIVES ЕНОМ 
HOMICIDE WAITED IN SILENCE FOR 
НЕМ ТО START HER STORY WHEN 
SHE ВЕВАН TO TALK, HER VOICE МАЄ 
UMNEXPRESSIVE... А LDW DREARY 


І І MARRIED ARTHUR THREE 
YEARS AGO! І ПОМТ KNOW 
WHY 1 DID IT PERHAPS І 
WAS AFRAID DF THE PROSPECT 
DF BECDMING AN OLD MA/D 


ЛМ ANY CASE, І D/D IT! 1 NEVER. 
LOVED wim! т JUST NEEDED А 
HUSBAND..BADLY. 
YES, ARTHUR? 
VERY? вит... 
WHERE WILL WE 
LIVE AFTER 
THE HONEYMOON 


OF COURSE Т 
LIKE ІТ ARTHUR... 
IF YOU BOUGHT IT 
FOR МЕГ DEARf I 
CAN'T WAT TO 


“Го ЕХРЕСТЕО SOMETHING SMALL АМО INEXPEN -, 
ИМЕ, SINCE ARTHUR'D NOT BEEN МЕАСТНУ ВИТ 


ТО NEVER PICTURED ANYTHING LIKE THE HOUSE 
THAT LOOMED UP BEFORE МЕ? IT WAS ONE OF 

THOSE TREMENDOUS CENTURY-OLD MONSTROSITIES, 
THAT THE VERY RICH OF THAT PERIOD HAD сом. А 
SIDERED QUITE ELEGANT! IT LOOKED М/ДЕОЦЯ 


STOOD BESIDE МЕ. 
HORROR HE'D DRAC 


СОМЕ? LET'S 20 
INSIDE IT'S 
7 COMPLETELY 
FURNISHED OSL 


I WAS GOING ТО 
SURPRISE ХО)... 
SUT I MIGHT AS 
WELL ТЕЦ. YOU 
WOW ТУЕ РИТА 
DEPOSIT ОМ А 
HOUSE М 


OH, ARTHUR! 
REALLY? 
ном WONDER - 
FULI WHAT 


COULDN'T W4/7 FOR THE HONEY- 
моон то ВЕ OVER’ FRANKLY, I WAS 
BORED STIFF НЕМЕН HAVING 
LOVED ARTHUR, 1 FOUND THE 
WHOLE THING 20/7 DULL? 1 
LOOKED FORWARD TO THE PLEASURE 
OF LIVING IN MY OWN HOUSE WITH 
DELIGHTFUL ANTICIPATION? FINALLY 
WE ARRIVED... 


THERE IT 157) (7 ¥..vES! VERY. 


“ARTHUR MADE А FEEMLE ATTEMPT TO CARRY ME ACROSS 
THE THRESHOLD BUT DIDN'T EXACTLY SUCCEED! А5 НЕ 


ATHING HARO...I SURVEYED THE 
ME INTO? THE PLAGE WAS FURNISHED 


ALL RIGHT АН FACT IT WAS OVER-FURNISHED/ EVERY 


AVAILABLE (МСН OF SPACE WAS OCCUPIED SY SOME 


ў 1 LOVE ANTIQUES... 


DON'T уай, 
ELEANOR? 


THE MINUTE 1 SAW THE 
PLACE, І FELL IN LOVE 
WITH IT, ELEANOR! E 
WANT IT KEPT JUST 
EXACTLY AS IT 18... 
EXACTLY? 


І МАТЕЈ THE PLACE! WHEN WE 
SETTLED DOWN TO A DAILY ROU- 
TINE AND ARTHUR RETURNED TO 
WORK, I TRIED REARRANGING THE 
FURNITURE ТО MAKE IT LOOK А 
LITTLE BETTER Í пут. ТНЕ NIGHT 


НЕ cor лЕо Аз А ШЕЕТ'НЕ BLEW un“ 
WHAT 0/0 YOU 00? | т THOUGHT 
WHO TOLD YOU 
TO REARRANGE 

THE FURNITURE? 


AFTER І DIO IT...” 
HAVE А HARD DAY 


АТ THE OFFICE, 


YOU THOUGHT? NEVER MIND 
WHAT YOU THOUGHTS 1 TOLD 
YOU I WANTED THIS HOUSE 
LEFT EXACTLY AS /7 WAS? 
І MEANT іт! нож CHANGE 
IT ALL BACK AGAIN? 


E WAS RIDICULOUS... А FIERD FOR REATRESS! EVERY 
RIGHT HE'D COME HOME FROM WORK ARD GO THROUGH 
HIS DRAWERS TO SEE THAT 1 HADR'T DISTURBED THEIR 
PRECISE ARRANGEMENTS" 
ELEAROR THE LAUNDRY 
САМЕ BACK TODAY, 
DIDN'T ту 


"Іге FUNNY HOW YOU GET ТО KNOW А МАМ AFTER 
YOU'RE MARRIED TO HIM” 50 L GOT TO KNOW ДАМ 
OH, LORD, YES? AND THE MORE I LEARNED, THE MORE 
І BEGAN TO DESPISE HM... 
A PLACE FOR EVERYTHING... 
AND EVERYTHING IN ITS 
PLACE, ELEANOR! 


Жата 


HOW MARY TIMES HAVE І JOLO 
YOU му SHORTS 80 ON THE 


Т WAS MADDENING! HE'D 60 
THROUGH THE HOUSE ON A 
WHITE-GLOVE INSPECTION..." 
тсн..тсн? THE 


ТО LEARN TO ВЕ 
LESS SLOPPY 
WHEN YOU CLEAN! 


Ву OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY, HE'D MADE А 
NEAVOUS WRECK OUT OF МЕ! IT WAS ABOUT 
THAT TIME THAT HE'D BEGUN BUILDING HIS 
WORKSHOP HERE IN THE CELLAR." 


WAY WE FOLD 


тағ? OF THIS DOOR NAPKINS. DEAR! 
ЈАМВ 15 DUSTY, YOU MUST LEARN 
ELEANOR! YOU HAVE N| то ро IT ЕАГИ 


Т @0Т WORSE AND WORSE...’ 


"НЕР EVEN CRITICIZE THE | р: 
МАУ I'D SET THE TABLE. LOOK 47 THIS TABLE 


THIS IS МОГ THE 


ELEANOR! THERE'S DUST 
ON IT! YOU'LL HAVE ТО 
ВЕ WEATER THAN 


“Нер SPENT А SMALL FORTUNE ON THE 
MACHINE TOOLS HE'D INSTALLED IN THE WORK- 


SHOP! HE'D BOUSHT EVERY GADGET AVAILABLE 


ном DO YOU LIKE Үт LOOKS VERY 
IT, DEAR 2 NICE, DEADS 


і 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING YOU'LL SEE, 
DOWN HERE, ARTHUR? j DEAR! 


{ NZ) б 
M га 
YES! AMD ТЗ GOING то 5747 
THAT WAY, ТО0/ ТАКЕ | “Он, LORD, НЕ KEPT THAT WORKSHOP NEAT! 


LESSONS FROM THE WAY 
Z KEEP ГИ/5 PLACE, DEAR! 
YOULL SEE WHAT WEAT- 

NESS and OADERLINESS 


EVERYTHING HAD A SPECIFIC PLACE WHERE 
IT WAS KEPT, STORED, OR HUNG! HE HAD 
SHELVES OF JARS, EACH LABELED CARE- 
FULLY, WHERE TINY SCREWS, NUTS, AND 
OTHER ITEMS WERE SORTED AND FILED. 
> KNOW WHERE EVEAYTHING /5" EVERY- 
THING! THAT'S NEATNESS. 
ELEANOR! 


"Ву THE END OF THE SECOND YEAR I WAS READY 
TO WALK QUT...CHUCK EVERYTHING AND LEAVE! НЕО 
MOVED INTO THE KITCHEN WITH HIS PERVERTED MANIA 
FOR ORDERLINESS. . .” 

ELEANOR! You “SED А САН ba 

OF TOMATO SOUP AND DIDN'T 

CHECK IT OFF THE LIST РАНО 

YOU DION'T Д2 IN THE EMPTY 

PLAGE WITH ONE FROM THE PACAS, 


HE KEPT ANOTHER ONE IN THE 
BATHROOM ON THE INSIDE OF THE 
MEDICINE CABINET боскі IT 
LISTED ALL THE DRUGS AND THEIR 
QUANTITIES! REGULARLY HE'D 
COUNT THE PILLS IN THE BOTTLES!) 


ELEANOR YOU USED TWO 
ASPIRIN TABLETS AND DIDN'T, 


— 


ке 
=: 
Е 
© 
5 


К 


THEN HE'D MOVED INTO му BEDROOM , GRITICIZING 
THE WAY Т КЕРТ MY CLOSET..." 

HANGERS SHOULD ALL HOOK OVER THE 

ROD FROM THE FFONT? AND YOUR 

GLOTHES SHOULD ALL HANG THE SAME 

WAY... BUTTON SIDE FACING LEELA 


YOU FORGOT Р THAT'S WO 

EXCUSES YOU MUSTN'T 

FORGET! DON'T LET IT 
HAPPEN ASAINI 


i 


Е EVEN STARTED 0! 6 
Аналы 2” 
FROM NOW ON POTS AND PANS 
WILL BE КЕРТ IN THEIR РИО) 
PLACES їн THE CUPBOARDS NO 
MORE THROWING THEM НАР- 
HAZARDLY INTO THE STOVES 
= 


YOUR UNDIES ТО THE RIGHT... STOCKINGS 
(ES... SWEATERS ТО THE LEFT.. 


ELEANORI YOU'VE GOT A PAIR 
OF SLACK PUMPS IN AMON 
THE ДЛОМИ SHOES IN THE 
SHOE RACK’ 2072, WILL чай 
EVER LEARN TO BE NEAT? 
BROWN SHOES ON ONE 
SHELF. BLACK BELOW! 


МЕ DAY, T NEEDED A THUM® TACK АМ 
AD SEARCHED ARTHUR'S WORKSHOP Fi 
OWE! THAT NIGHT...” 
ELEANOR? WERE YOU 
DOWN HERE IN МУ. 

WORKSHOP? 


Y. YES, ARTHURS 
І NEEDED A.. 


"ЗОМЕТІМЕЗ ..ЗОМЕТІМЕЗ I FELT LIKE. 


YES. 
ARTHUR Ý 


ELEANOR! THIS MAGAZINE (5 
UPSIDE DOWN IN THE 
STAND! 7/7¿£S UP. 
COVERS our. 

PLEASES 


KEEP OUT OF HERE, UNDERSTAND Р 
THIS IS THE OWE PLACE J CAN 
KEEP Neat’ DON'T YOU СОМЕ 
AROUND SLOFPPING IT UP 
WITH YOUR MESSY WAYS.. 
ро you HEAR? Г FORBID 
YOU TO COME DOWN 
HERE А6А/М” 


"O RUSHEO OOWH TO THE 
QLAZIER ТО HAVE THE епок 
CTURE GLASS REFLACEO 

ARO RETURHEO BEFORE 


ARTHUR'O GOTTEN HOME," _ EPLAC 
I'VE вот To HANG IT BACK Ў] 
UP AGAIN OR HE'LL 

HAVE А F/T? ы 


HELL BE STEAMING | 
her НЕ FiHOS OUT * 


“THEN ТО TAKEN DOWN ONE OF THE HUNDREDS 
OF LABELED JARS THAT LINED THE SHELVES 
ONE WITH NAILS THAT LOOKED LIKE THE RIGHT 


"Т. TOOK А NAIL OUT OF THE JAR AND STARTED 
TO PUT (т ВАСК IN ITS PROPER PLACE ОМ 
THE SHELF, WHEN,’ 


"THE JAR SHATTERED INTO A LTHEN г зеван то сау” THE | |"Т LISTENED то нім MOVING 
ТНОЦЗАНО PIECES ON THE TENSION... THE NERVOUSNESS: THROUGH THE HOUSE” I 
CEMENT CELLAR FLODR АМО OF VIOLATING ARTHUR'S WORK] | HEARD HIM STOP FOR A 
THE NAILS LAY SCATTERED SHOP~ SANCTUARY WAS TOO MOMENT! THEN І HEARD 
CRAZILY ABOUT! FOR A MUCH FOR МЕ! SUDDENLY НІМ SHOUT. ' 

MOMENT І STARED AT THE UPSTAIRS,,.A DOOM SLAMMED. 


MESS ..GUMBFOUNOED | 2 HAPPENED TO THE 
> OMET PICTURE... HERE Р 


COULD HEAR НІМ STAMPING TOWARD THE || ‘HE GLARED AT THE BROKEN JAR AND THE 
CELLAR ODOR’ HE WAS ANARY! т СОЦІО NAILS SCATTERED OVER THE WORKSHOP 
TELL’ X WAS FRIGHTENED! WHAT WOULO | | FLOOR’ ніз FACE GREW RED . HIS EYES 
HAPPEN WHEN HE FOUND МЕ...АМО THE = аа 
BROKEN Чай... Е i Т 7010 YOU то I ЖАНТЕО. „ТО HANG 
ELEANOR! you DOWN PLEASE, ARTHUR!)| KEEP OUT OF THE PICTURE BACK 
THERE? ARE YOU IN МҮ DON'T BE ANGRY! J| МЕЛЕ Ф/РУТ Г? че..зО YOU WOULDNT 
WORKSHOP? АНЕ YOU.. І WAS ONLY => ВЕ. АМЕРХ. 
WHAT... WHAT'S GOING TRYING... TO.. 

ОМ МЕЛЕ? 


His РАСЕ WAS CRIMSON? НЕ RAvED| 


THE PICTURE UP_SO YOU САМЕ Е z — 
7 YOU 00 ANYTHING 


DOWN HERE А WAIL, ЕНЗОМ! сам 
УОКЕР "Y | | wear? CAN'T YOU 


You SAOKE THE МАЙ ЕН? 


2 


SLOPPY... SLOPPY ELEANOR. © AN'T you? 


ФНОКЕ THE JARS 


І BACKED AWAY AND MY HAND CLOSED ON SOMI 
HANDLE OF ONE OF ARTHUR'S TOOLS 
EVERYTHING WENT 


LOOK FDR YOURSELVES! YEAH, LADY! YOU 
1 CLEANED UP THE CERTAINLY 2/0 А 
eLo00-. EVERY DROPS B 


ELEANOR NODDED то THE LITTLE PILE OF NAILS,SCREWS, 
AND 000 (TEMS THAT SHE'D EMPTIED OUT OF THE ROWS 
"| T REMEMBER DOING 7747 І REMEMBER 
WANTING TO SHOW HIM І COULD ЗЕ 
WEAT І REMEMBER І WANTED IT TO ФЕ 
А NEAT JOB? I CLEANED UP 
СД EVERYTHING WHEN I WAS 
FINISHED! 


ча 
a 


НЕКЕ IS А TALE OF TENSION WITH AN ELECTRIFYING FINISH! 


GET CAPTAIN MILLIKEN OF 

ë "Б" COMPANY OVER НЕКЕ, 

ан x IMMEDIATELY” TELL HIM 

E ENEMY ARTILLERY... 
GET ME HEADQUARTERS ON Y SORRY, SIRI CAN'T / 
THE PHONE, SERGEANT SEEN ТО GET THROUGH! 
RIGHT AWAY OUR 4/МЕ8 MUST 
ВЕ бут? 


THE COLONEL STRODE BACK 
TO HIS DESK, LIT A CIGAR- 
ЕТТЕ, ANO PUFFED IT ANXIOUSLYf 
FINALLY, CAPTAIN MILLIKEN 
STEPPED THROUGH THE = 
DOORWAY AND SALUTED 
SHARPLY? COLONEL HENDER- 
SON RET D THE SALUTE.. 
YOU SENT 
FOR ME, 
COLONEL? 


CAPTAIN’ YOU 
CAN SNOKE, 
IF YOU LIKE / 


EXACTLY” Х WANT THOSE PHONE 


LIRES REPAIREO CAPTAIN.. АТ 

ANY COST? WE'VE ЕОТ YO GET 

THROUGH ТО HEAGQUARTERS 

FOR HELP BEFORE IT'S ТОО 
БАТЕ 


НУ. „ЧЕ! 
90 AHEAD! 


THE SITUATION IS SERIOUS, 
CAPTAIN! THE GERMANS HAVE 

ROKEN THROUGH HERE... 
HERE..AND HERE” THEY'VE 
COMPLETELY SY-PASSED OUR 
LEFT FLANK AND HAVE BEGUN 
MOVING THROUGH THE НЕОФЕ- 
ROWS АТ OUR REARS 


» 
I'LL ORDER 
А SQUAD 
OUT АТ once! 


SEMGEANT MAURER, X LOOKS 
HERE, REPORTS THAT) LIKE 
COMMUNICATION WITH [THEY'RE 
HEAOQUARTERS IS { TRYING 
IMPOSSIBLE, WHICH фто sun- 
PROBABLY MEANS / ROUNO 
THEY'VE LOCATED us, SIR! 
OUR PHONE LINES 

AND CUT THEM! 


80007 OH, BY THE WAY, 
CAPTAIR? HOW'S MARTIN .. 
ER... MY SON, LIEUTERART 


HEROENSON,OOIRG? THIS 
(5 HIS FIRST TIME IN 


COMBAT! 


ARE GRUMBLING? ніз SER- 
GEANT, WHO'S AN OLD TIMER, 


TOLD ME...WELt...HE 


YOUR SON...THAT 18, 


CALLED 


HE CALLED нім “YELLOW; NI 
SIR! НЕ АЗКЕО ТО ВЕ TRANS- 
FERED ТО А OIFFERENT 


PLATOON! НЕ SAID £/EUTEW- 


ОМ /S А 


COLONEL HENDERSON | 
L Ыт раз 


I JUST ИР то vou! T WANT 
LIEUTENANT HENDERSON ТО 


[COLONEL HENDERSON SALUTED SHANPLY,DISMISSING 
THE САРТА|М! AS MILLIKEN DISAPPEARED OUT OF 
THE OPEN DOORWAY, THE COLONEL SANK INTO HiS 
CHAIR SLOWLY... STARING BLANKLY AFTER НІМ“ HIS 
EYES CLOUDED... REFLECTING THE LIGHT ОҒ 

THE KEROSENE LAMP OVERHEAD,- 


т... 
BELIEVE 17% MARTINO му 


OWN SONS А COWARD,” THEY, 
THEY MUST BE MISTAKEN 7 


SEE THAT YOU САЙРУ 
THEM OUT, LIEUTENANT! 


ROUD OF YOU, му воў” 
SHOW THEM THEY'RE WRONG ABOUT 
YOU! SHOW THEM YOU'RE НО 

COWARD 7 


THE LINES? У GOULON'T Є THE COLONEL MADE A MOVE ТО 
GASP... THEY COMFORT HIS TREMBLING SONS 
WERE #А/Т//@ | | SUDDENLY, A SOUND IN THE DOOR- 
РОВ US. .GASPE WAY MADE HIM LOOK ИР! CAPTAIN 
IT WAS A JAAP | [MILLIKEN STOOD THERE,SUPPORTING 
“AMBUSH “баб... š е АМОИНОЕО DISHEVELED SEEDING 
WIPED OUT THE м = 
WHOLE SQUAD... Қ Ы Е = TELL HIM, 
GASP. MANAGED ТО 5 у HEFNER! 20 
ФЕТ away! 


НЕ SERGEANT LIFTED HIS EYES...STARING AT THE 
GOLOWEL'S TREMSLING SONf НЕ GRIMACED IN PAIN. | [Пт АЗ TRUESIT...GOUGH., 


GOUGH IT 457 HES СОММАМОІМ OFFICER, 
НЕ-НЕ RAN OUT OW USS YELLOW! YELLOW? SIR, T INSIST НЕ ВЕ 
WE LEFT US. TO FIGHT PLACED UNDER ARREST 
THEM OF F.cOUGH WHILE i === ТО РАСЕ GOURT-MARTIAL.... 
HE HIGH-TAILED IT OUT FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY 
OF THERES ? 4 AND DESERTION OF HIS 
» 1 q 1 Р; MEN WHILE UNDER FIRES 


НЕ COLONEL'S FACE SHOWED НО Е! 

IF THAT /8 YOUR CHARGE, CAPTAIN ADING’ TH 

MILLIKEN, L/EUTENANT HENDERSON | COURT-MARTIAL WILL 

WILL STAND TRIAL... N CONVENE IN TWENTY- 

IMMEDIATELY! = MINUTES, CAPTAIN! 

5 Ñ NOTIFY THE OTHER 
OFFICERS THAT ARE 
ИАЛ АЕР 


TY MINUTE: 


LIEUTENANT HENDERSON! HAVE YOU 

ANYTHING TO SAY IN YOUR DENFENSE А 

BEFORE THIS COURT PASSES 
JUDGEMENT UPON YOU? 


THE COLONEL CONTINUED! 
HE LOWERED HIS GAZE SO HE 
WOULD NOT HAVE TO SEE THE 
LOOK IN HIS SON'S EYES... 
THE PENALTY FOR THIS 
OFFENSE, LIEUTENANT, IS 
DEATH ЛУ А FIRING 


THEY TOOK MARTIN HENDERSON AWAY! THE 


COLONEL LIT A CIGARETTE! THE OTHER 
OFFICERS OF THE COURT-MARTIAL дот UP 
SILENTLY! ONE OF THEM LEANED OVER AND 
SPOKE ТО THE COLONEL... 
IM...SORRY, SIR? GOT TO ВЕ DONE, 
...KNOW HOW MAJOR! DISCIPLINE 
TOUGH THIS MUST BE MAINTAINEDS 
MUST ВЕ FOR WE MAY НАМЕ TO #7297 
OUR WAY QUT OF 
HERE YET.. 


COLONEL HENDERSON STUDIED EACH OF THE 
SLIPS HANDED HIM! THE COLONEL was 4AMY.. 
THROUGH AND THROUGH? NO SIGN OF ЕМО- 
TION OR FEELING EITHER CROSSED НІЗ FACE 
OR COLORED НІЗ VOICE AS НЕ ANNOUNCED... 
LIEUTENANT MARTIN HENDERSON 

ІТ 18 THE FINDING OF THIS COURT- 

MARTIAL, THAT, IN VIEW OF THE 

TESTIMONY SIVEN HERE, YOU 

ARE GUILTY AS CHARGED! 


= HAVE NO OTHER 
CHOICE THAN ТО 


THE COLONEL LIFTED HiS 
EYES ANO WATCHED HIS SON 
BEGIN TO CRY... 

IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION 
АТ HAND... THE EXECUTION 
WILL TAKE PLACE АТ 0800... 
TWO HOURS FROM МОМ? 


АМО МЕ CAN'T 
HAVE ANY OF OUR М 
MEN LOSING FAITH 


ING OFFICERS, Ен? 
DON'T YOU AGREE, 
CAPTAIN 2 


8000 
MORNING, 


YOU МАНТЕО ТО ВЕ 
PROUD ОР МЕ! 
THAT'S ALL YOU 
EVER ЖАНТЕОГ 
4 | vou момт CARE 
у У HOW Г FELT! ALL 
оран YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 
то ве PROUD OF WAS YOUR OWN 
| РОМРОИВ SELF/ 
р А 
LIKE ТО SPEAK ТО 


SHUT UR YOU г ? IT'S FIXEOS LISTEN AND 
FOOL! YOU'RE Е LISTEN CAREFULLY W 
GOING то AN HOUR ГМ ФІРМ ORDERS 
то PULL ОШТ? YOU'LL ВЕ 


LEFT BEHIND.. 30 YOU'LL 
ВЕ ON YOUR OWNS 


УЕЗ/ І DON'T KNOW WHAT'S 
BLANKS? WHEN MILLIKEN GIVES Ө «ота то HAPPEN ТО YOU... 
THE ORDER ТО FIRE, YOU FALL... = AND FRANKLY, Т DONT CARES 
AND LAY STILL, FOR 200 4 MAYBE SOMEDAY WE'LL MEET 
SAKES YOU'LL ЗЕ LEFT FOR < АЗАМ! GOOD- BYE, MARTIN f 
DEADS Т WON'T OWE THEM 
А CHANCE TO BURY vou! 


LIEUTENANT MARTIN HENDERSON 
MARCHED BESIDE THE FIRING 
SQUAD TO THE LOW HILL THEYD 
CHOSEN! НЕ SEEMED А LITTLE 
CALMER NOW... 


| (Аму Las 
LIEUTENANT Р 


НЕ CAPTAIN PLACED A CIGARETTE 
ІМ LIEUTENANT HENDERSON'S MOUTH 
Ано LIT ІТ? THE WEUTEN ANT 
PUFFED IT SLOWLY 


WOULD YOU PREFER 
ТО ФЕ BLINDFOLDED, 


As THE COLONEL TURNED AWAY, THE | 
CAPTAIN РАТТЕО НІМ ОН THE BACK. 

AT LEAST YOU САН ВЕ 

PROUD OF THE FACT «Ў THAT НЕ 
THAT YOUR SON FACED WOULD, 
DEATH LIME А МАА, SIRI А САРТАН“, 


His uncle planned to change фе provisions 
of his Will. Young Canfield had the informa- 
tion first-hand from his uncle's lawyer .. . last 
week's bitter fight was undoubtedly the reason. 
At all costs he must keep chat last Will 
and Testament from being altered, Canfield 
thought со himself. For years he had looked 
forward m inheriting one-half of his uncle's 
vast estate, and now this last-minute change 
of mind, occasioned by their furious disagree- 
ment, threatened m cut ой young Canfield 
without a dollar! 

The knob turned easily under Canfield's 
hand; the door opened noiselessly and he 
stepped into his uncle’s second floor library. 
The old man looked up in bewilderment, his 
hawk-eyes glitering suspiciously, 

"W-What do уок... 2" 


Before he could complete the question, his 
nephew had lunged actoss the room and 
scooped up the massive ігоп paperweight 
which dominated one side of the desk. With- 
out pausing for an instant, young Canfield 
hurled it directly at his uncle's head There 
was a sickening crunch... then фе old man, 
his head a bleeding pulp, lurched го his feet. 
His lips worked spasmodically, bur пог а 
sound issued forth. The old man sprawled his 
length on the carpet. 

‘Trying to avoid the blood which spurted 


Жаза: tht Дф nind fad "жі, КАНА. 


lugged the corpse out of the library. His hands 
around the ald man’s ankles, he was dragging 
his victim up the wooden attic steps when he 
heard a curious Autrering sound. Startled, 


young Canfield whirled and saw a shect of | 
paper settling to the floor at the base of the | 
atoc steps. Something the old man must've | 
been writing at the moment 1 mterrupted рат, | 
Canfield thought to himself. РИ get то. and 


| burn n .. after I've stowed the body m the 


attic! 


10 was геп minutes later that young Can- | 
field, satisfied with the hiding place he had 
found for the body, started to descend from 


| ће attic. On Ше very first step his foot en- 


countered a slick spot and his legs shot out 
from under him With his arms flailing and 


field plunged headlong down the stairway. He | 
and his shrill wail stopped simultaneously on | 
the landing below the actic, A look of surprise | 
seemed со апитаге Canfield’s face, but except | 
for that he remained strangely sall. His neck 
was broken, 


From the back of Canfield’s head, where it 
had struck the solid floor, blood oozed in a 
thin erickle. Іс merged with the rapidly dark- 
ening trail which made а disunct pach from 
the inside of the old man’s сагу го the ас 
above. Іс was his uncle's blood... warm and 
still fluid...00 which young Canfield had 
skidded. Ironically, tt was his victim's own 
blood which led to young Canficld’s sudden 
downfall! And to his death’ 


каб Aron. ik, әтер, Wen не Abe 
sheet of paper which Canfield's uncle had 
clutched even after life had left his body. 
Across it, in a wavering handwriting, were the 


recent stroke, 1, Wendell Canfeld, do hereby | 
alter my last Will and Теркин 
| 


ALIBI! 


As they trudged theough the rain in single 
file, Metrick thought to himself: и was right 
HERE, only a month ago, that the tuo pros- 
pectors' bodies were discovered. The story go 
mg around шах that the poor dirt-caters bad 
been overrun by the hand of killers who 
roamed these lowlands The tuo miners bad 
been strangled to death, their gold dust stolen 
Just the аи Merrick needed’ 


Metrick’s eyes slowly focused on the ran- 
soaked shirt weaving in front of him, They 
were each toting a thousand dollars in dust 

be awful nice 1 Merrick could finish this 
job with both thousands! The idea had been 
fermenting in his mind for weeks, and the 
memory of those two strangled prospectors 
crystallized the thought Stealthily Merrick 
glanced about him пога soul іп sight .nor 
even tumbleweed scudding across the rain- 
swept horizon! It was now or never! 


The fight was more gruelling than he had 
expected. his partner had somehow апись 
paced the downward plunge of Mecrick's axe, 
for he swerved at the last moment and the 
blade skiddered past his skull. Weak as they 
were from weeks of maggoty food and make- 
shift shelter... from hours of arduous toil in 
the searmg sun and the lashing of sudden and 
tempestuous rainstorms... the two men were 
able ro call on hidden reserves of strength 
which even they did not know existed. For it 
was obyious from the first moment of on- 
slaught that only опе of them would survive! 


It seemed agonized hours Tater that Mer- 
rick’s fingers finally ughtened around his part- 
пег theoag, and he felt the man sq and 
slump lifelessly. The еріс struggle had com- 
pletely exhausted hum /.. his clothing was tat- 


tered and blood-flecked, tus lacerared acms 
hung Нпріу at his sides Slowly, painfully, he 
wobbled to his feet and opened the soggy 
knapsack which had fallen to the ground. His 
mud-caked face relaxed in a haggard grin as 
he removed a long steip of damp leathér Nice 
of his partner to carry it along and furnish 
Merrick with such a wonderful айй! 

At last Merrich's fumbling fingers com- 
pleted their task. the leathery noose circled 
ughtly acound his victim's throat. Then Mer- 
пек wrapped the cemamuing leather step 
around his own throat Not tight enough to 
choke, yet firmly enough to appear as if that 
was из purpose After he had buried the gold 
їп an obscurely marked grave, he sank to the 
wet ground beside tus dead parmer. A fleeting 
thought can through his mind before he dozed 
off into exhausted sleep other mmers, soon 
passing along this path, would find the two 
bodies and conclude that once again the ma- 
tauding killers had struck. They would гејоке 
at Магія survival... and he could return 
later to recover the fortune’ 

Acons later he awoke, conscious of fiery 
heat drumming against his flesh. The cain had 
stopped, the sun burned down mercilessly. In- 
stinctively he ceached for the noose at his 
neck, knowing he had to relieve the drowning 
sensation which enveloped him Instuncavely 
he clawed ac the leather strip. НапакаПу he 
tried to gulp air Вис even though his Ше de- 
pended on и, Merrick was too exhausted to 
tear и free. Then he understood. his рагсаег 5 
leather had been rawhide, which shtinks їп 
the sun after it has been dampened’ Не had 
been тоо "гора to notice what kind of leather 
it had been .., and now it was closing around 
his голас... tighter... tighter... 


THIS SCIENCE-FICTION STORY WITH ITS 


THE HUGE GLEAMING REEDLE-SHAPED 5РАСЕ-5НІР 
STOOD LIKE А GIGARTIC FINGER POINTING SKYWARO’ 
ITS ROCKET TUBES STILL GLOWEO RED-HOT FROM THE 
LAROIRG THAT HAO JUST BEEN COMPLETEO! OFF ON 
THE HORIZON, А TIRY GLOUO OF DUST ROSE .ORIFTING 
LAZILY...KIGKED UP BY A JEEP SPEEOING ACROSS THE 
ARIO WASTES TOWARO THE ALIER CRAFT 
LOOR AT IT CX HURRY, WINKEL 

ISA'T IT NURRY Р 
MAGNIFICENT? 


= | 


THE OUSTY JEEP WITH ITS FOUR OCCUPANTS 

BOUNGEO АМО ROLLEO ON THE РАЯСНЕО NEW MEXICO 

OESERT SANOS, NEARING THE SILVER SPACE-CIART.. 
ы 


IT's AMAZING ном WELL IT APPEARS THAT 
THEY CAN SPEAN ENGLISH, BEARTHMEN ARE 
CONSIDERING THAT THEY WOT THE MOST 75 
LEARNED ІТ ONLY BY THE INTELLIGENT 
FEW HOURS OF RADIO BEINGS IN THIS 
CONTACT THEY HAD GREAT UNIVERSE, EN, 


THE OCCUPANTS OF THE JEEP GOT OUT AND | [Мо SOUND САМЕ FROM THE SHIP’ THE FOUR 
STOOD SQUINTING UP AT THE SHINING SCIENTISTS THAT HAD BEEN CHOSEN TO GREET 


SPACE-SHIP... 
І WONDER ҮР. 
THEYRE VERY 
MUCH LIKE 


THE OUTER СЕ VISITORS LOOKED AT EACH 


777742 
s LOCKED WE'VE FOLLOWED 
UP TIGHT? THEIR INSTRUC- 


ро! NT TAUST 


f p 


STILL на SOUND CAME FROM 
THE SHIP? THEN...SUODENLY... [AS боон аз THE ФРНЕНЕ 


А PORT IN ITS SIDE OPENED 


2 
TOUCHED THE SANDY SUR- WHATS WRONG?) IT 12 нат 


AND A LARGE METAL SPHERE LOOK! WE'RESS YOUR FAULT! 
FACE, A LOUDSPEAKER р 
WAS LOWERED SLOWLY ТО THE | ФООНЕВ FROM THE SPACE- 


GROUND... 


CRAFT... 


ВИТ THERE MUST ДЕ 
SOME EXPLANATIONS 
WE SPENT THREE DAYS 
ARRANGING FOR THIS 
LANDINGS ARE THERE | 
720 МАМУ OF US 1 
ЖАКТИМЕМ HERE? 


IT 15 NOT тмат | вит YOU ANE 50 MUCN MONE 

YOU TOLO US YOU 01 AOVANCEO SC/ENTIFICALLY 0 REGRETTABLE- 
WOULD HAVE FOURY) THAN ЧЕ“ то LET YOU 60 FOR YOU? 
WO, 1715 NOT WOW, WOULO MEAN GIVING PERNAPS WE 
THAT! NOW GET up А THOUSAND YEARS CAN SIMPLIFY 
IN YOUN VENICLE OF PROGRESS FOR US ON 

ANO GO BACK” 


2 — 
SUPPOSE THAT LATER ON, ONE OF THESE 

SCIENTISTS THAT WAS EXPOSED TO THE RADI- 
ATIONS DECANE А FATHER...’ М 


МО? THE BABY iS ALIVE! 
BUT... BUT... WELL..WHY NOT 
SEE FOR YOURSELF! 


DOCTOR? WHAT /5 IT? NO, ALEX! YOUR 
YOU'RE WHITE AS A WIFE 15 FINES ІТ, 
SHEET! MY ЖЕ Й IT'S THE..THE 


MY WIFE 15... С BABY! Жаш 
А ⁄ ? 9 


‘AND THEN, LATER ON, А SECOND SCIENTIST THAT 
HAD ALSO SEEN EXPOSED TO THESE RADIATIONS 
BECAME A FATHER... 

[You've вот то ТАКЕ") Ж BUT DID you SEE 
HOLD OF YOURSELF? } уз iE ete asss 
THESE THINGS = 5 | 
HAPPEN! ЗА % 


‘AND SUPPOSE А THIRD MON- 
STROSITY WAS BOAN ТО 
ANOTHER OF THE SCIENTISTS 


THESE... THESE TH/NGS ARE 
ATOMIC MUTANTS! VWE 
ПАРІАТІОМ 9 CAUSED THEM! 


“SUPPOSE THE THREE MUTANTS 
WERE TAKEN FROM THEIR 
PARENTS AND SENT ТО THE 


THAT HAD WORKED IN THE 
ЗАМЕ PLANT... 

‘THEY WARNED US NOT 

ТО HAVE А CHILD f 


MUTANT HAS AN OVERSIZED BULBOUS HEAD! 
VISUAL ORGANS ARE TINY AND DEEP SET... 
COVERED WITH А SLIMY LIQUID? BETWEEN. 
THE VISUAL ORGANS, A LARGE POINTED 
OLFACTORY ORGAN EXTENDS OUTWARD 
SHARPLY! AT THE FAR END OF THIS 
PROBOSCIS ARE TWO LARGE VENTS 
FRINGED WITH FINE CILIA! BELOW THIS, 
А TREMENDOUS CAVITY LINED WITH 
MUCOUS MEMBRANE CONTAINING A 
PROTRUSIBLE ORGAN COVERED WITH А 
TINY WART-LIKE GROWTHS! 


SOVERNMENT LABORATORIES 


TAKE THIS DOWN, JENNINGS f 

DESCRIPTION OF ATOMIC 

MUTANT...LAB REPORT NUM- 

BER ONE-SEVEN-FiVE-POURS 

TAGE. ONE YEAR... 
— 


HARD, ВОМУ APPENDAGES OF VARIED SHAPES 
JUT FROM THIS CAVITY АТ ITS EXTREME 
ЕРФЕЗ..ТОР AND BOTTOM! MUTANT'S HIDE 
15 POROUS AND COVERED WITH SLENDER, 
THREAD-LIKE FILAMENTS! НЮЕ.. COARSE 
AND THICK’ FREQUENTLY HIDE BECOMES 
ORENCHED WITH FOUL-SMELLING ACIDS 
WHICH OOZE FROM POROUS OPENINGS! 
OTHER LIQUIDS 002Е FROM OLFACTORY 
ORGAN AND NUCOUS-MENBRANED 

cavity! 


BODY OF MUTANT (5 SHORT АМО CYLINDRICAL 
WITH FOUR TRIPLE-SECTIONEO APPENDASES! 


EACH TRIPLE-SECTIONED APPENDAGE HAS 
SEVERAL ADDITIONAL TRIPLE-SECTIONED 
АРРЕНОАФЕЗ PROTRUOING FROM ITS 
THESE END APPENDAGES ARE EACH ARMED 
WITH A HORNY SCALE RESEMBLING 


PEEL 50 8000, 
DOCTORA f 


ARE AWKWARD AND.. AND... 
JENNINGS! WHAT'S Я 
RONG ? 


‘SUPPOSE THE GOVERNMENT MUTANTS MAIN LIFE-DRIVE 
LABORATORIES RAISED THE 
MUTANTS. STUDYING THEW CLOSELY.” 


APPEARS ТО ВЕ REPRODUCTION! 
ы у OTHER DRIVES ARE 
MUTANTS ARE CARNIVOROUS .. 

FEEDING ON OTHER FORMS. 


MUTANTS HAVE £/772ZE 


ISTICAL... SUBSERVIENT 
OF AMMAL LIFE FOR 
SUSTENANCE! 


MUTANTS APPEAR ТО DESPISE ЈЕ THEY SHOULD HE LOUDSPEAKER IN THE GLEAMING SKY-GIANT 
AND WALTREAT LIFE-FORMS BE DESTROYED? 1 ОКОМЕО ON.. 

INFERIOR TO THEIR OWN! IT 

13 POSSIBLE THAT THEY WOULD, 

(Е THEY COULD, 4/44 US” 


|) THEREFORE. WHY WE ARE 


Leaving! MENTAL PICTURE 
OF THESE MONSTERS 
| AS YOU WERE 
Z 4 DESCRIBING к 
| | ? THEM, BUT... Й 
+ й > 
а A 


(ae 


„МЕ DON'T SEE ном YOUA 
ILLUSTRATION IN ANY WAY 


THE ROCKET TUMES OF THE ALIEN GRAFT... SENDING 


А BLAST OF SMOKE AND FLAME EXPLODED FROM 
THE FOUR WELCOMING SCIENTISTS SCURRYING TO 


ONE SCIENTIST CUPPED HIS HANDS ТО THE SHIP TREMBLED... TREY WERE SORN TO Ç] 
HIS MOUTH...SHOUTING ABOVE THE = МЕМВЕР5 OF OVA ВАСЕ,. 50 
ROAR OF TNE ROCKETS... зен аў Е OR OUR PLARET! 


I DON'T SEE WHAT 
THESE DISGUSTING. 
MUTANT MONSTERS. 
HAVE TO DO WITH #52, 


SEE FOR YOURSELF! А (THE ROAR МАЗ DEAFENING! THE SHIP SHUD- 
THAT CAPSULE CONTAINS | | DERED.RISING INTO THE SKY ABOVE THE SANDS) 
TWO OF THEM! OF NEW MEXICO...SLOWLY! THEN...FASTER АМО 
FASTER... 


AALE TREY 
LOWERED / 


THE SCIENTISTS WATCHED THE GRAY TRAIL ‘THE METAL BALL WAS МАСЕ UP OF TWO 
OF ROCKET EXHAUST DISAPPEAR INTO THE REMISPRERES! A TDUCR OF A BUTTOR 
BLUE... RELEASEO THEM AND THEY FELL APART... 


NOT GOING TO 
LOOK AT THE 
„ HIDEOUS 
THINGS 7 NOT 
UNARMED 2 


HERE 15 A STORY, TINGED WITH HORROR, WITH А STARTLING 
BLOOD-GURDLING CLIMAX! / 


елес X 


f 
Wa 
"WI 

a. 


INRAO SMILED AT HIS OESONAIR PLAY-BOY GUE: 
ING NORTH: › THE дарк. e 
|0005 RETREAT АМО SWUNG IT OPEN! НЕ ЗТЕРРЕО IT GET 3 7» 00 
ASIDE, ALLOWING HIS SUAVE, MILD-MANNEREO COM- / Pere а са wine Ñ Их а 
\ FOR A WHILE, REGGIE Í THERE 5 
НММММ/ VERY ATTRACTIVE д, PLENTY ТО 00 AROUND 
IS TÍ ножоо You Й сонні! SUT WE'RE WES “Ж МЕНЕ FISHING... NUNTING 
FROM G/VILIZATION UP NERE! 


WELL, REGGIE ? THIS, 


WHAT IN НЕАУЕНЗ ARE WE 
GOING TO DO FOR AMUSEMENT? 


CONRAD LIT ONE OF THE POLISHED KEROSENE 
ATTERED ABOUT THE LODGE AND THE 


WED GHEERILY. 


OW... COME, COME, REGSIE У 
YOU'RE NOT SQUEEMISH 


<> 
І ABHOR IT? 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
You ро WAT 
то YOUR VICTIMS! | 


WHA. 

MAKE AUGS OUT OF THEM? 
WHY А RUS LIKE THAT IS 
WORTH А FORTUNES 


ном" 0 YOU LIKE 
To OWN А 
RUG LIKE THAT? 


Он, REALLY NOW, 
REGGIE! THAT BEAR- 
SKIN'S BEEN TANNED 
AND THE HEAD 
STUFFED! THOSE 


DON'T WORRY, REGGIE! 1744 
DO THE SHOOTING AND 
SHINH INES YOU зизт 
COME ALONG FOR 

„ТИЕ AIDES 


б 


| 
| 


On 


2) 


“= 


á 
а 


ONE f WE'LL GO OUT 
TOMORROW АМО 
ФЕТ vou ONE! 


то MORRIALE? 
LOOK АТ THE POOR 
GREATURE'S EYES 


rousto 
RATHER NOT 
HAVE ONE, 


LATE? It'S ONLY 
TEN-FIFTEEN! 
BACK IN МЕМ YORK 
THINGS ARE JUST 
GETTING WARMED 
UP AT THIS 


THE NEXT MORNING, SHORTLY AFTER SUNRISE, GOOD HEAVENS, CONHIES J POOR THING? THAT'S А 
CONRAD AND REGGIE STEPPED FROM THE CABIN WILL г HAVE ТО WATCH LAUGH? ONE OF THOSE 
INTO THE STILL DEW-LADEN GRASS АМО BEGAN YOU KILL THE (б. SCABIES WEIGHS OVER А 
MOVING INTO THE THICK WOODS ALONG AN OVER- POOR THING? (FR 7МОИБАМО POUNDS! 
GROWN TRAIL... 


ЖОШИТО ВЕ PULLED CUT OF 
ВЕО ГМ 57/44 HALF ASLEEP! 


ҮЕ5--үо/0 BETTER 
f уби"м 
САМАДЫ ЛИ *ВЕАН-НЦӘ"! WELL, А 
WHEN YOU HUNT GRIZZLY” SPANT HUN HHO simi 
DONT ОР AFFECTICH f IT 
АҒ YOU HIT НІМ JUST KILLS 
RIGHT HE'LL KEEP COMING БН 
АТ YOU AND CRUSH YOU 
TO DEATHS 


SHUT UP? JUST A 
LITTLE CLOSER... 
ALITTLE MORE, 


А LOW GROWL RUNBLED OUT 
OF THE BEAR'S THROAT, 
WARNING TRE HUNANS ТО 
KEEP BACK! CONRAD LIFTED 
HIS RIFLE TO HIS SHOULD! 


а 


THE SHOT EXPLOOEO THNOUGH 
THE SILENT FOREST! THE 
BEAR TUMELEO OVEN, HOWL- 
ING IN РАЈНЕ CONHAQ 


BLAST ITS GET Á 
BACK, NEGGIE 7 T 
MISSEO THE VITAL 


CONRAD LAUSHED AT REGGIE CLI 
BEHIND THE NEARBY TREE, ЛЕТО 
THEN HE CALMLY PROCEEDED ТО ЗК! 
НЕН, НЕН? 5 МАТТЕП, REGGIE? 


EXCITEMENT ТОО МИСУ FOR 
YOU ? НЕН..НЕ 


THAT EVENING, BACK AT THE вот THE SKIN ім Y PLEASE?) [DONT ве SILLY, 
HUNTING LODGE, МЕФШЕ AND THE /CE-HOUSE, | сонні! 4 | пева! жну 
CONRAD SAT BEFORE А ñOAR-| | МЕСЕ! THAT'LL (гр RATHER 
INS FIRE. KEEP IT FROM 
І SEE THE COLOR'S POTTING TILL 
FINALLY COME BACK ЖЕ за ча thy 
INTO YOUR CHEEKS, то А TAX/DER- 
Resale? 


ON, CLINS OFF IT, NEGGIE TT DUGNT TO i 
TS роне EVERY 24У” f в STOPPED IT's | Жат WRONG iN” 
4075 OF PEOPLE МОНТ, BARBARIC! ті iF YOU DONT мант А I'LL во то SED! 
ЕПА ЈАВИ кгз TNE BEAN SKIN NUG 6000 NIGHT? 
| CLL KEEP IT РОН 
MYSELF” 


HEAL CHARACTER-SO TOUCHY 
50 2700/5//7 TNINKS 6EAN- 

SKIN HUGS SNOULD GE 0//7- 
LAWED! HAH? WHAT А 


CARTWRIGHT PEERED THROUGH THE CABIN WINDOW! 

OUTSIDE, THE NIGHT WAS THICK АМО BLACK! НЕ SHIELDED 
OUT THE GLARE OF THE FIRELIOHT...HiS GAZE SEARCHING 
‘THE SHADOWS OF THE CLEARING THAT SURROUNDED THE 


WHAT ГМЕ. WHAT WAS THAT? 
SOUNDED LIKE А @A/ZZLYS 
= 


ЧАШ 
| ре 


тире T 
THE HUNTER MOVED TOWARD THE 
GLEAMING OBJEGT...HIS GUN READY ў. 
[ Looks Like Í 
DOKS LIKE... ; алы 3 
С ЖЕ тури rs a “а 
E SL: : ЯР HUNTING KNIFE! 78 
WHAT'S THAT? SOMETHING ~ 2. А 
SHINING OUT THERE 


і 


EAR 


|AREO,REAGHEO © CaRTWRIBHT SWUNG THE LIGHT OVER! THE GLACK 
дві ON LMOUNTAINOUS HAIRY BEAST LOOMED UP .. ITS TINY 
2 2 RED EYES GLOWING ..ITS HIDEOUS MOUTH ORIPPING 
#000 LORD! к мк = = — 
АА, 


/ СонвАо suil Е Те ніз ROOM, REGGIE STARTED 
ThE HUGE ӨЕА5т еасіясцер THE Д SROUN[ KRESS 08 ЗУК-РАОН А SOURD @LEEFf НЕ SAT UR 
STRUGGLING HUNTER WITH іта озі; JUST GEFORE HE STARING (NTO THE ОАВКИБЕЗ... „ 
GIGANTIC PAWS... CRUSNING THE FTEO INTO URCONSGI SS, ' WHAT, WHAT ІН 
AIR FROM HIS LUNGS... ч STINGING | 4 


BLAZES WAS 
THAT? SOUNDED 
LIKE A SCREAMS 


HALL INTO THE CAGIRA LIVING-ROOM THE FIRE STILL GLOWED FAIRTLY. CASTING 
R RUG BEFORE П/ BUT REARGY OW THE CNAIN THAT CONRAD 


